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Module Aims

	1. To provide students with practical experience of developing their Website designs as working prototypes.

2. To develop skills in the design of a Website

3. To develop skills in the use of software packages (e.g. editors, image processing tools) for implementing a Website.
4. To develop skills in the use of software to support Internet applications



MODULE Content

	This module introduces the practice of Website design and development. Students learn a range of transferable skills that can be applied in the use of a range of Web design and development software. Students learn the fundamentals required to be able to design and develop prototype Websites. 

Introduction to Website design principles 

Information architecture

Website usability 

Website accessibility

Universal design

Standards and guidelines

Aesthetics and styling for the World Wide Web

Introduction to search engine optimisation

Introduction to Website development using XHTML, CSS and Javascript.

Evaluation and testing of Website applications. 




Learning Outcomes

	On successful completion of this module a student will be able to:

	1.
	Design and implement a Website to satisfy a given brief. 


Teaching and Learning Strategy

	Classes will be interactive with students expected to participate in ongoing discussions. Students will be introduced to relevant concepts and reference material. They will be taught to develop a useful subset of skills without attempting in-depth coverage of the material for which they students do not have the appropriate theoretical under-pinning.

Emphasis will be placed on practical exercises with students expected to back up their work with reading and research, leading to independent learning. Online resources are used extensively to support student learning.



INDICATIVE Class Contact

	 Class contact :2 hours per week



INDICATIVE Assessment

	Number of Assignments
	Assessment
	Weighting %
	Type/Duration/

Wordcount (indicative only)
	Learning Outcomes being assessed

	1
	Produce a Website compliant with standards showing awareness of compatibility and legal issues
	100%
	This assessment requires the student to develop a Website from conception to launch and document the process. Max 10 pages
	1


Module Pass Requirements

	To pass the module, the student must achieve an overall weighted average of at least 40%.




Bibliography and Learning Support Material

	Recommended

Andrew, Rachel (2005) The CSS Anthology: 101 Essential Tips, Tricks & Hacks, SitePoint.
Castro, Elizabeth (2005). HTML for the World Wide Web with XHTML and CSS: Visual Quickstart Guide, Peachpit Press. 

Holzschlag, Molly E.and Shea, Dave (2005) The ZEN of CSS Design: Visual Enlightenment for the Web, Peachpit Press.

Zeldman, Jeffrey (2006)  A List Apart. Retrieved from the World Wide Web on 3 March 2006: http://www.alistapart.com/.


Nielsen, Jakob (2006) Useit.Com. from the World Wide Web on 3 March 2006: http://www.useit.com/.

The World Wide Web Consortium (2006) The World Wide Web Consortium Website. Accessed 3 March 2006: http://www.w3.org/.
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