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Module Aims

	1. To develop an understanding of the social, economic, legal and ethical issues and their impact on the use of computers in society. 

2. To develop and apply written and verbal communication skills.

3. To develop skills in the acquisition, analysis, and use of information.

4. To develop and apply inter-personal skills.

5. To develop an understanding of the information requirements of a computer-based information system


MODULE Content

	This module develops communication and inter-personal skills appropriate to computing practitioners, and knowledge of relevant law and ethical debates.

Location of information sources

Evaluation of information

Communication Skills and resource management

Note-taking

Report writing

Verbal presentations

Working to deadlines

Individual and group working

Computer Legislation


Intellectual Property Rights

            Criminal and Civil Sanctions


Data Protection Act and Freedom of Information Act


Computer Misuse Act


Disability Discrimination Act

Social and ethical implications of computers

Ethics on a range of contextual situations

Knowledge of professional codes:

BCS Code of Conduct, Code of Practice

ACM Code of Ethics

Elements of Business

Business processes

The business environment




 Learning Outcomes

	On successful completion of this module, a student will be able to:

	1.
	Use and evaluate information sources and available technology to research, prepare and present a written and oral presentation.

	2.
	Identify, investigate, evaluate and solve routine and non-routine problems.

	3.
	Relate to and interact effectively with individuals and groups.

	4.
	Discuss the legislation related to computer-based systems 

	5.
	Evaluate the social and ethical implications of a range of situations

	6.
	Develop a business plan

	7.
	Identify appropriate components of a computer-based system.

	8.
	Communicate in a professional manner in a form suitable for the audience


Teaching and Learning Strategy

	During the first part of the session, this module will concentrate on developing the skills required by computing practitioners. In particular, emphasis will be paid to locating sources of information, evaluation of information found, note-taking, report writing and verbal communication skills. During the semester, a full teaching week will be taken up with students working in groups to compile a business plan and project idea for an organisation. Emphasis will be placed on understanding business processes and external pressures on businesses.

The second semester will focus on the social, economic, legal and ethical aspects of computer-based systems. Students will be introduced to the concept of intellectual property and the legal rights that they should consider in the development and production of computer software. Students will be encouraged to consider the best legal protection for their work. Students will examine a range of scenarios from different philosophical perspectives. Professional codes will be evaluated for their usefulness in resolving professional ethical dilemmas. 


INDICATIVE Class Contact

	Workshop 2 hours weekly (total 24 hours)


Project Week (approximately 24 hours guided directed work + presentations)


INDICATIVE Assessment

	Number of Assignments
	Assessment
	Weighting %
	Type/Duration/

Wordcount (indicative only)
	Learning Outcomes being assessed

	1
	Group Business Project
	50%
	Students will work in small groups to prepare a report and make a presentation in respect of a specific topic. 
	1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8.

	1
	Law and Ethics Report
	50%
	Students will write a report on a specified area of legislation relating to computing. They will also consider professional and ethical issues. 
	3 ,4, 5, 8.


Module Pass Requirements

	Achieve an average mark of 40%
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Lloyd, I. J, (2004), Information Technology Law, Oxford University Press, 
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