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Relationship with other Modules

	Co-requisites
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Module Aims

	1.
To develop the student's ability to work independently.

2.
To provide an opportunity for the investigation of a topic of particular interest to the student.

3.
To develop skills in report writing.

4.
To develop the ability to evaluate the results of an investigation.




MODULE Content

	This module allows students to carry out an in-depth study of a computing-related topic of their choice.  The academic level and demands of that study must be approved by the supervisor and the module tutor.  Topics which do not permit this depth or which do not have a sufficient computing content will not be approved.  

Work conducted for a SIM should consist of an investigation into some application of computing or into computing theory.  The work can consist of a critical investigation, systems analysis and design, the design and implementation of software or hardware, or a combination of these activities.  The final product will normally be a report which shows the conclusions drawn from the work carried out.  In the report the student shows the qualities of synthesis and critical evaluation appropriate to Honours level work.

Independent work

Investigation

Report writing


Topic-specific objectives agreed with the supervisor




Learning Outcomes

	On successful completion of this module a student will be able to:

	1
	Carry out an independent investigation into a computing-related topic.

	2
	Evaluate the results produced and the techniques used.

	3
	Write a well-structured report documenting an investigation.

	4
	Achieve topic-specific learning outcomes as agreed at the start of the work.


Teaching and Learning Strategy

	Students who express an interest in this module are directed to potential supervisors by the module tutor.  The objectives of the SIM must be agreed as part of a SIM contract with a supervisor and approved by the module tutor.  These define specific outcomes against which the work can be assessed.

The work should be carried out by the student with minimal support from the supervisor, whose main roles are to provide feedback to the student following submission of a draft report and to assess the final report.  In some circumstances, limited problem-solving support from the supervisor may be necessary.

Although SIMs are normally independent investigations, students who are studying at another institution as part of their course may use the SIM as a way of gaining credit for studying modules which are not offered at the University of Central Lancashire.  In this case, the assessment is based on mark awarded by the other university, not on a student report.




INDICATIVE Class Contact

	Semester or Year



INDICATIVE Assessment

	The precise work that has to be submitted will be specified as part of the SIM contract.  Except in the case of a student studying a module at another site, a report will be required as part of the assessed work.

The student is given informal feedback by the supervisor.  After the contract has been agreed, such feedback will normally take the form of email discussions, brief progress review meetings at approximately monthly intervals and comments on a draft report.

The report is double-marked by the supervisor and a second reader.  Any significant discrepancy is resolved by the module tutor.



	Number 
	Assessment
	Weighting %
	Type/Duration/Wordcount (indicative only)

	1
	Coursework
	100%
	Report


Module Pass Requirements

	To pass the module, the student must achieve a weighted coursework average of at least 40%.




Bibliography and Learning Support Material

	Final year project handbook
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